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CONTEXT
In November 2019, The Climate Factory partnered with the Downer Community Park Conservation
Group to run a CrowdFunding campaign to build a 1500 plant native micro-forest in the Cole St Park,
Downer. 189 individuals and businesses raised over $20,000 to help pay for building the micro-forest
and develop a Landscape Sketch Plan to guide the future development of the park.
The micro-forest of climate-ready and fire-ready natives will help cool the landscape, provide habitat
and enhance community well-being.
The Downer Community Park Conservation Group have applied for an additional $15,000 funding
through the ACT Government’s Adopt-a-Park grant process and are awaiting the outcome. A
decision should be made at the end of December 2019. The Group will help build the micro-forest
along with the community and maintain the park (in consultation with the ACT Government) into the
future.
The park is approximately 7,800 area (almost 0.8 hectare) and the micro-forest will only occupy a
small portion of the site – approximately 6.5%. This leaves plenty of opportunity to retain and
protect existing trees and create other features in the park.
One of the key issues in the park is the presence of the weed, Emex australis, better known as threecornered Jack, a prickly weed that pierces bike tyres and gets stuck in shoes, feet and dog’s paws.
The ACT Government has committed to controlling this weed with herbicide to prevent further
spread of new and existing plants – the plant emerges after rain in summer. It should be noted,
spraying the weed will not remove the weed seed and another method needs to be employed to
render the park useable.
INVITATIONS
Invitations were sent via:





letterbox drop to 300 residents
Dickson Community Association (DCA) newsletter
Email sent to DCA members (approx. 250)
Crowdfunding donors email campaign
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ATTENDEES - 23.
DISCUSSION
The group were asked to consider 8 key principles which could be used to guide the Landscape
Sketch Plan for the park. These were:
1. HABITAT
2. SUMMER SHADE – WINTER SUN
3. NATURE-BASED PLAY
4. MAINTENANCE - ECO FRIENDLY – reduced use of chemicals
5. FOOD PRODUCING PLANTS
6. BUILDING COMMUNITY CONNECTION
7. SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS
8. WATER HARVESTING
The majority agreed that the principles of Summer shade - Winter sun and the use of Sustainable
materials were a given and should be embedded into the Landscape Sketch Plan and didn’t require
further exploration.
Individuals were asked to break into groups to focus on the principle they were most interested in,
and brainstorm features that they might like to see included in the park under that principle. For
example, summer shade was identified as being crucial to a play area.
A spokesperson from each of the six remaining groups pinned their sheet to the wall and explained
their thinking and ideas for features within their chosen principle.
Participants were provided with three coloured dots to vote on the principles that were most
important to them. They were then given, three different coloured dots to vote on the features they
would like to see in the park.
Principles of Water harvesting, Habitat and Nature based play were voted as the most popular three
principles to guide the Landscape Sketch Plan.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Water Harvesting – 15 votes
Habitat – 14 votes
Nature based play – 11 votes
Maintenance – Eco-friendly – 8 votes
Maintaining community connection – 7 votes
Food producing plants – 1 vote
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Water Harvesting – Features
The group recognised how dry it was at the moment and felt that capturing or harnessing
stormwater as part of the park’s design was essential in order for plants to survive/thrive in the
future as well as to create interest.





Capture and retain rainwater on site and prevent run-off (3 votes)
Include a structure/roof that collects rainwater that can be diverted into dry-creek
beds/underground creek/gardens. Structure provides shade (potentially for the children’s
play area). (3 votes)
Explore idea of ‘daylighting’ a stormwater drain to direct stormwater into the site (2 votes)

Note: provision of water carts to do follow up watering of the 1500 plants for the micro-forest has
been factored into the budget.
Note: Paul Totterdell, a water harvesting specialist has offered to donate some of his time towards
the design and construction of a water harvesting feature within the park.

Participant, Hannah Louise, explaining habitat suggestions for the park.
Habitat – Features





Feature layered plantings of natives (trees, shrubs and groundcovers) with successional
flowers (8 votes)
Provision of water for birds (2 votes)
Other features mentioned that received one vote included larger Eucalyptus needed for tree
hollows, insect hotels, beehives, create native corridor including Gardiner St houses
Protection of existing trees (this issue was mentioned a number of times but not voted on –
the Landscape Sketch Plan will recommend to retain and protect all existing healthy trees)
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Nature based play – Features






Mounds to be incorporated into the design of play areas (4 votes)
Play features should be multi-purpose e.g. logs, stumps and rocks can be used for climbing,
balancing and can double as seats (4 votes)
Shade was very important – shade could be provided by the micro-forest or a roof could
provide shade and water harvesting (2 votes)
Use of loose parts (branches, rocks) for creative play without removing habitat for critters (1
vote)
Water access – fill water bottles/bubbler/dog waterer (1 vote)

Maintenance





Water not currently available on site – watering to help plants get established/continue to
grow after the micro-forest is built needs to be considered. (3 votes)
Maintenance schedule needed – this will be developed in consultation with The Climate
Factory, the Downer Community Park Conservation Group and the ACT Government. (1
vote)
Community noticeboard (1 vote)

Maintaining community connection (this was originally titled ‘Building community connection’ but
renamed by the group to ‘Maintaining community connection’)









Educational session (i.e. on weeds or water) to bring people together and increase
knowledge/engagement in the project (4 votes)
Setting up groups of people who want to lead aspects of the development i.e. planning,
implementing, maintaining. This could involve working with local school and church hubs to
take on roles/activities. (1 vote)
Liaise with organisations like Northside Community Services/Men’s Shed/ Givit and other
Facebook groups to bring in their services and talents to keep the project expanding. (1
vote)
Benches, tables, shelter, pizza oven, bbq to give the community a place to gather (1 vote)
Accessibility for elderly/disabled/children and parents with prams (1 vote)
Mini-amphitheatre using the mounds (1 vote)

Food producing plants
There was a recognition that food plants were tricky to maintain at the moment with the current
dry. A couple of residents requested the existing apple trees be retained.


Indigenous food plants (3 votes)
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Participants voted for their top 3 principles and top 3 features.

What happens next?
Landscape Architect, Ilana Smolyar and Garden Designer, Hannah Cox volunteered to help Edwina
Robinson of The Climate Factory prepare a Landscape Sketch Plan. Once the Landscape Sketch Plan
is prepared we will submit it to this group for comment.
Support
Thanks go to Liesl Codrington for co-facilitating the event and Ilana Smolyar, Katrina Cachia, Hannah
Louise and Lachlan Richardson who assisted with set-up and smooth operation of the proceedings.
Thanks to Amit Barkay, Convenor of the Downer Community Park Conservation group for providing a
digital projector at the eleventh hour.
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